New Designs Charter School


Middle School
United States History
8th Grade – Course Syllabus

Teacher: Mr. Martin (213) 765-9084 (school) or newdesignscharter.com
NDCS Mission Statement:

· To prepare students to attend and to compete academically at the best colleges and universities.

· To develop the skills, knowledge, and attitudes to be productive and responsible citizens.

· To develop essential life skills to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

Educational Goals:
· Students study the ideas, issues, and events from the framing of the Constitution up to World War I, with an emphasis on America’s role in the war.
· After reviewing the development of America’s democratic institutions founded on the Judeo-Christian heritage and English parliamentary traditions, particularly the shaping of the Constitution, students trace the development of American politics, society, culture, and economy and relate them to the emergence of major regional differences.

· Students will learn about the challenges facing the new nation, with an emphasis on the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War.
· Students will make connections between the rise of industrialization and contemporary social and economic conditions.
Course Textbook:

· Holt Reinhhart Winston United States History Independence to 1914
Course Materials:

· Three-ring loose leaf binder only for social studies.  This binder should not have any other subject shared within.

· 60 page spiral notebook (3 for the year)
· #2 pencils, one blue/black pen, one red pen

· Hand-held pencil sharpener

· One set of colored pencils

· Scissors

· Glue 

· Other materials will be added throughout the course

Grading Policy:
· Projects 15%

· Class work 20%

· Homework 15%

· Tests 20%

· Participation 10%

· Quizzes 10%

· School wide Tests 10%
Homework:  Usually assigned 3 times per week.  Please note that some students may finish their homework during social studies class.  The homework will be written on the board.  Usually it is due the next class meeting, unless otherwise stated.  Each assignment is worth 5 – 10 points if completed before you enter class.  Unless you have an excused absence or a LEGITIMATE reason, late or incomplete homework will receive 0 points.  You will need an appropriate heading, which we will go over in class.  With the exception of multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank, all answers must be written neatly in cursive or typed in complete sentences.
Quizzes:  May be announced or spontaneous (pop quizzes).  They will range from 10 – 20 points and will be an indicator of how well you are doing in your daily preparation, listening, reading and studying.

Projects:  Range from 50 – 100 points and will be completed at home or in class.  Sometimes there will be individual projects and other times you will be working with a partner or group.  On occasion, you will have an opportunity to present your project to the class.
Exams:  Written tests will be given periodically throughout the year.  These exams will cover a range of materials from vocabulary to geography.  They will be announced in advance and are designed to show how well you have mastered the material.  The best way to prepare for each exam is by frequently reviewing your notes.

Extra-Credit:  Offered periodically throughout the semester, but never at the end.  This is to prevent students who have not worked hard all along from trying to make-up for it at the last minute.  Please be aware that a maximum of 20 points, per grading period, will be available for extra-credit.  In addition, you will not be eligible for extra-credit work unless you have completed every homework assignment to date.
Final Grades:  Your grades will be calculated on a point system.  At the end of the grading period, your total points earned will be divided by the total points possible.
Absences:  To best succeed in school, you ought to be in class everyday.  But is an absence is unavoidable, and then you are responsible for making up all class-work and homework.  In the classroom you will find an assignment notebook listing the day’s activities and an assignment folder containing worksheets and other materials.  Upon returning to school, it is your responsibility to check the assignment notebook and take the necessary papers from the folder.  
Classroom Rules:  

· Be in your seat before class begins.

· Raise your hand before speaking.

· Remain in your seat until permission is given to leave it.

· Respect rights and properties of others.

· Keep noise level low when studying together.

· Listen and follow directions

Consequences:

· Verbal warning

· Call home

· Detention with a note to parent

· Administrative referral

Parent Conferences:

· Please schedule all conference times in advance via email or phone.
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